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Mission Statement

To provide leadership that stimulates business and promotes economic opportunities to support the needs of Kittitas County
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:

An 18th century scientist by the name of Georg Christoph Lichtenberg said, “I can’t say whether things will get better if we change; what I can say is they must change if they are to get better.”   This seems to fit the current state of our community.

We are in the midst of a time of rapid growth and tremendous change for our county.  However, much of the growth is on the residential side with very little business growth.  As an organization the Economic Development Group of Kittitas County recognizes this and is in the midst of creating a clear vision for the future and updating its strategic plan to place ourselves in a position to encourage business growth to provide jobs for our citizens and increased tax revenue for our municipalities to ensure that they can provide the services that we expect.

As we look to encourage business growth, we need to carefully examine our assets and capitalize on the strengths that set Kittitas County apart from other areas.  Our strengths include Central Washington University, our proximity to the Puget Sound area, a productive labor force, and excellent transportation routes.  Unfortunately, we also have a major weakness.  We have very little developable land and very few, if any, buildings for non-retail commercial and manufacturing businesses.  

Recently the City of Ellensburg approved 700 acres of land for commercial use.  Much of this land is developable and will provide an ideal site for business growth. Additionally there has been some activity by private sector developers in Ellensburg, Kittitas, and the unincorporated areas of Kittitas County to create even more sites for business.

We cannot expect businesses to locate in our community or even retain our current businesses simply due to our wonderful quality of life.  Most businesses do not select a site to operate strictly due to the quality of life the community offers.  If we as a community are serious about attracting new businesses and growing our existing businesses, we must create an environment that encourages business growth and provides an adequate inventory of land and buildings for all sizes and types of businesses.  We need to be proactive rather than continuing to be reactive.

The Economic Development Group believes that this time of change will create a healthy, growing economy for our county.
Debbie Strand, CEcD
2006 Activities

· Two tenants graduated from the Ellensburg Business Incubator, managed by an arm of our organization.  Purity Soapworks and Black Horse Laundry Equipment are successfully operating in the community.

· A startup biodiesel company, Central Washington Biodiesel is located in the incubator.  They are supplying biodiesel for equipment used in the construction of the Microsoft server farm currently being built in Quincy.

· The $380,000,000 Wild Horse Wind Power Project owned by Puget Sound Energy is operational.  During the six-month construction phase of this project our organization tracked the economic impact to our community.  Hundreds of people were employed and close to $10,000,000 was spent in the community.  Now that the project is complete, it provides 23 permanent family wage jobs and will pay $1,700,000 in property taxes per year.

· Actively supported the wind projects in our county due to the net positive impact they will have on our community.  We participated in a press conference with Senator Maria Cantwell at the Port of Vancouver regarding the impact on our county.

· Comtronic Systems Inc, a local software developer, will expand from their current workforce of 19 to 55 in the next three to five years.  

· Released a feasibility study regarding accessing the Mission Ridge Ski Resort from Kittitas County.  No fatal flaws were identified.  The study can be accessed on our website.

· DirecTV located an uplink center on Dolarway.  This multi million-dollar project provides redundancy for their satellite television operation. 

· New staff was hired to help with marketing not only our organization, but also our county.

· Actively participated in the updates to the comprehensive plans throughout our county.

· Additionally, assisted hundreds of entrepreneurs and small business owners with business plan assistance, demographic information and other business assistance.
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	2006
	
	2007

	
	Actual
	
	
	Budget
	
	
	Budget

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	REVENUES
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grants
	57,500.00
	
	
	67,000.00
	
	
	4,000.00

	Interest
	8,375.81
	
	
	6,527.00
	
	
	7,100.00

	Miscellaneous
	4,658.07
	
	
	5,150.00
	
	
	4,190.00

	Private Sponsorships
	13,131.94
	
	
	12,500.00
	
	
	13,000.00

	Public Funds
	55,304.79
	
	
	54,000.00
	
	
	77,700.00

	Rents
	81,983.13
	
	
	84,368.00
	
	
	85,046.00

	Total Revenues
	#########
	
	
	#########
	
	
	#########

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EXPENDITURES
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accounting
	985.00
	
	
	1,150.00
	
	
	1,000.00

	Advertising/Marketing
	4,427.06
	
	
	6,727.00
	
	
	6,800.00

	Audit
	----
	
	
	----
	
	
	5,025.00

	Depreciation
	21,568.16
	
	
	21,420.00
	
	
	21,950.00

	Insurance
	8,524.91
	
	
	10,600.00
	
	
	9,434.00

	Interest
	16,337.11
	
	
	16,337.00
	
	
	15,648.00

	Land Lease
	8,686.67
	
	
	8,600.00
	
	
	9,008.00

	Legal
	102.00
	
	
	2,000.00
	
	
	1,000.00

	Maintenance: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	      Building/Equipment
	4,195.79
	
	
	5,940.00
	
	
	5,963.00

	Miscellaneous
	7,911.76
	
	
	1,020.00
	
	
	1,320.00

	Payroll
	82,063.17
	
	
	83,344.00
	
	
	100,769.00

	Office Expense/Supplies
	9,782.77
	
	
	9,593.00
	
	
	10,355.00

	Rental: Office/Equipment
	13,482.83
	
	
	13,405.00
	
	
	13,609.00

	Special Projects
	42,854.09
	
	
	47,000.00
	
	
	9,000.00

	Travel and Meetings
	6,086.82
	
	
	5,700.00
	
	
	7,700.00

	Utilities
	7,073.01
	
	
	7,783.00
	
	
	8,650.00

	Total Expenditures
	#########
	
	
	#########
	
	
	#########

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NET REVENUES
	-$13,127.41
	
	
	-$11,074.00
	
	
	-$36,195.00











